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I want to thank Carl Demko and
Trevor Payne for co-chairing the
Branch picnic. They put much effort
in this and it turned out very
well. Many hours of planning goes into
a function like this and it showed,
because things ran very smooth.
Thanks again to both of them and their
staff for putting on a great time.

 As I am writing this we are in
negotiations with the Postmaster of
Columbus over route adjustments.
We are mandated to try and reach an
agreement on a way to adjust a route
without doing a full blown inspection.
 If we do not reach an agreement on
route adjustments at this level, it will
be appealed to the National and a
decision will be made for us. There
are a few stickler points with me on
route adjustments. We have tried this
on our own (adjustment method) the
last couple of years. I have learned

from those units where I agreed to
do our own adjustments. Some of the
units worked after adjustments were
implemented, some did not. As most
of you know I am not a fan of
inspections and never will be. Route
inspections are slanted in
management’s favor, not the carriers.
Management is constantly trying to
take a minute away from you as a
carrier and you are trying to keep
it. They need to get away from that
mentality.  One of the points I am
adamant about is the elimination of
casing equipment, especially without
the carriers input. It is getting harder
and harder to throw minimum
standards because carriers are
throwing flats first into a smaller case.
I am referring to the program AM-
SOP. If you have not heard about
it, don’t worry you will. By the time
you read next months bulletin an

agreement should be reached. The
delegates at the National Convention
voted overwhelmingly to come up
with an agreement to eliminate route
inspections. This is what we are
working on doing.

 The Branch has two other
functions coming up. We have the
Golf Outing at St. Albans and the
Retirees Dinner at Berwick Party
House. I hope to see you at both.
Remember keep fighting the good
fight! ...Rocco Evangelista
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A MESSAGE FROM VICE PRESIDENT BOB SOLT

Bob Solt

Intimidation is self-inflicted. We
continue to receive telephone calls
at the Union Hall from members
who describe confrontations they
have with supervisors concerning
DOIS. The frequent complaints are
that management informs Letter
Carriers that “DOIS says” they are
some ridiculous amount of time
under eight hours. There are
probably one or two socially and
contractually challenged supervisors
out there that actually believe their
mission in the Postal world is to
blindly obey what DOIS commands
them to do. As well intentioned as
these supervisors almost certainly
are they have undoubtedly failed to
read or comprehend what was
agreed to in pre-arbitration M-
01444. This resolution, which was
signed by William Young of the
NALC and Doug Tulino of the
USPS, which in part clarifies that
piece counts recorded with DOIS
will not constitute the sole basis for
discipline. This does not change the
principle that, pursuant to Section
242.332 of the M-39, “No carrier
shall be disciplined for failure to meet
standards, except in cases of
unsatisfactory effort which must be

based on documented, unacceptable
conduct that led to the Carrier’s
failure to meet office standards” In
other words, stay at the case and do
what is supposed to be done. If you
are unable to complete your
assignment in the time allotted,
complete a 3996 to inform
management. Management does not
need to continually interrogate you
after you inform them you will not be
able to comply with a DOIS
generated performance estimate. If
you have been told to call in if you
are not going to return on time be sure
that you call.

With 2004 being a Presidential
Election year, all active and retired
Letter Carriers need to be politically
educated as well as politically involved.
The 2004 Presidential election is
extremely important to all active and
retired Letter Carriers and their
families. At our national convention,
the delegates voted practically
unanimously to support John Kerry for
President. As Unionists, we need to
contribute to the NALC’s COLCPE.
By law, no money from our Union
dues may be contributed to political
campaigns. The NALC contributes
voluntary contributions from members

to candidates
of both
p o l i t i c a l
parties. The
N A L C
donates to
candidates
that support
the best
interests of Letter Carriers.

 I would like to take this opportunity
to express thanks to fellow officers
Carl Demko and Bobby Kirk for their
assistance with the September
Stewards meeting. These officers are
to be commended for their dedication
to Branch 78. The meetings are at 6:30
pm the first Wednesday of each
month. The meetings are somewhat
informal and are an opportunity for the
Stewards to discuss the problems they
are experiencing in their stations. All
Branch 78 members in good standing
are not only invited but also
encouraged to attend the Stewards
meetings. As always, suggestions and
comments are welcomed and
encouraged.

Fraternally,

 Bob Solt

The Branch 78 Picnic was THE EVENT.
I f  you missed the Branch 78 Picnic,  you missed a great  t ime. . . . . . .
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A MESSAGE FROM YANA
What a

blur these
last few
m o n t h s
have been.
Between
R e d ,
White &
Boom, the
basketball

games, the National Convention,
Circle of Sisters meetings for the
upcoming elections, the Retiree
Picnic, the Branch Picnic, the Golf
Outing, the Retiree Appreciation
Dinner and all the regular Officer
and Branch meetings in between;
did I mention our Bulletin? No
wonder my house looks like
Charlie, Frances and Ivan all blew
through. Luckily, my better half has
been supportive of me through all
this. I want to thank all the better
halves of the Branch Officers for the
patience and indulgence throughout
the year, while we work for our
Union. We couldn’t do it with out
you and collectively we
acknowledge and thank you all.

Unfortunately, I was working
during the Retiree Picnic but the
consensus was that it turned out great.
As usual it would have been better
with a bigger turnout but I know the
rest of you will join us for the Retiree
Appreciation Dinner at the Berwick
Party House October 2.

The Branch Picnic was THE
event, the weather was excellent.
Steward, Andy Curtis’ daughters did
face painting, games and balloons
for the youngsters and kept them
engaged throughout the day. Our
DJ, Roger Noble, donated his time
again this year and played something
for everyone. If you need a DJ give
this man a call. He said he feels

we  (Le t te r  Car r ie r s )  a re
underappreciated and taken for
granted and it makes him feel good
to do the picnic for us. From his
mouth to management, L’Enfant
Plaza, Congress and the public’s
ears. There was plenty of food
cooked by Chef Eddie Stewart and
his crew. Mike Iacoboni kept the
buffet line supplied.  Todd Hornyak
and Gerald Hoosier baited fishing
hooks for the little anglers. Angelina
Sutherland and Shelley Demko sold
raffle tickets and greeted everyone
coming in. There were equestrians
of all ages on the pony rides. Carl
Demko, Trevor Payne and all the
volunteers whose names I didn’t
mention did a fantastic job planning
and pulling off this event. IF YOU
DID NOT COME IT WAS YOUR
LOSS BECAUSE IT WAS A
GREAT TIME!

We are renewing our COESRA
membership 2005 cards will be
available the end of the year. In this
issue is an order form for Cleveland
Cavalier tickets, get your orders in
quick.

Since it is fall it is time to start
collecting for ONE NEW TOY.
For the new members and those
who have been in limbo; we ask
each carrier to bring in or contribute
cash to purchase ONE NEW TOY.
These are delivered to Gladden
Community House for distribution
to families on the west side of
Columbus. Knowing the dive in the
economy, the loss of jobs and
funding for social services there are
a lot of kids that will not have
CHRISTMAS if we don’t come
through. We are one of the few
organizations that don’t overlook
the teens as we purchase Media
Play gift certificates for each of

them. Last year there were seventy
and we were a few short so I will
guess there will be ninety to a
hundred this year to be safe. That is
no small sum. So get busy wringing
those dollars out of each other. ALL
MONEY AND TOYS WILL
HAVE TO BE AT THE HALL BY
THE DECEMBER MEETING!
There will be a drawing for a USA
leather jacket, tickets are $1. or six
for $5. Contact Carl Demko for
tickets.

There is only one short month
before the election and if you haven’t
registered your window of
opportunity is about to close.
Immediately contact the Board of
Elections.  This is  the most
important election for middle
America. The outcome will deter-
mine if there will be a middle class.

Continued on page 5
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Buckeye Branch 78
NATIONAL

ASSOCIATION OF LETTER CARRIERS

AFL - CIO

1029 HARRISBURG PIKE
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43223 -2524

ROCCO EVANGELISTA - President

Dear Brothers and  Sisters

There are a number of things to think about before you go to the polls to vote for the next
president of the United States on Nov. 2. Although national security is on all our minds,
we’ve also got to consider the security of our jobs, health care and retirement.

Our  economic security has declined since President George W. Bush took office. We have
lost more than 1.7 million private-sector jobs. More than 9 million full-time workers have lost
their employer provided health insurance.

In Ohio, we have lost 170,00 manufacturing jobs. 50,000 workers have lost their
employer provided health insurance. 1,226,000 people are living in poverty.

President Bush has done nothing to address the loss of jobs and health care coverage
in this country. He’s campaigning on a platform that supports giving tax breaks to
companies that move jobs overseas. His health care plan actually will cause more
employers to drop health care coverage.

John Kerry has a real plan to bring economic security back to our families. He will
support tax incentives for businesses that create and keep U.S. jobs. He has a plan to
lower the costs of health care and to provide tax credits to employers that provide
health insurance to their workers.

John Kerry knows our national security relies on our economic and military security, and
he is the one candidate who can ensure both.

This is an important election, and I encourage you to educate yourself about the issues
and go to the polls on Nov. 2. How you decide to vote is your decision. However, after
researching the candidates’ records, your union has endorsed John Kerry for U.S.
president.

Sincerely,
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I recently had an email about the
Suffragette movement that fought to
gain voting rights for women I had no
idea they went through physical abuse
in their battle. I can relate to the civil
rights battles of the 50’s and 60’s
because that was in my time. What I
can’t understand is the number of
African Americans that fail to cast a
ballot in every election. This occurred
in our life span. The suffering and pain
was on television, on newspapers,
magazines and radio. This is not
ancient history! How can you not use
this privilege? Right now the middle
class is under siege and if you can’t
see or haven’t felt it I can’t imagine
where you have been. The body that
made the middle class possible was
the development of unions and since
the Reagan years there has been an
ongoing battle to strip unions of
power, through loss of rights and jobs.
Everyday we read about another plant
closing. A company that cannot or will
not pay benefits to their retirees
because they have spent the money
on platinum parachutes for their
CEO, CFO and COO whatever the
title the working man is getting
screwed in the process and the folks
in Washington are saying it’s okay.

We in the middle class have had
good jobs, been able to send our kids
to college, have had insurance to help

with medical bills and retirements to
depend on when our working days
are over. That group of people is
getting smaller day by day. The poor
and the working poor are growing in
numbers and how long before there
is no group in the middle?

I hear proponents of the present
administration talking about the
wonderful tax cuts but I don’t hear
them talking about how grants for
education have decreased or monies
for social services have been cut or
how much has been taken from the
Social Security surplus to pay for
those cuts. Lately, there have been
commercials on how the present
administration is going to do all these
things for us that should have been
done these last four years but there
is no mention on how these things
are going to be paid for. The money
has to come from somewhere and
we all know our federal budget
surplus has been decimated into one
of the largest deficits ever. You have
to pay for programs. There is no
magic wand or magic lamp. My
guess is more unfunded federal
mandates for states that are limping
financially already. More like “No
Child Left Behind” sure it sounded
good but there was nothing to
implement it and more children are
left behind with no HEADSTART,

no AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS
and no CHILDCARE assistance for
working mothers. Then theres that
wonderful prescription program that
has seniors paying more for medicines
than they paid before.

We are sending billions of dollars
to Iraq but it isn’t rebuilding the
infrastructure we destroyed, it’s not
providing jobs for the Iraqi
unemployed but it is putting billions
into the coffers of the Halliburton
Corporations and others like it. If
Congress could appoint, a Special
Counsel to find out if the president
was getting a little nookie on the side
certainly they should investigate why
the unbidded contracts in Iraq are not
being fulfilled.

Lastly, have we gone completely
stupid to allow the media to tell us that
a man who volunteered for military
duty and fought in an unpopular war
can have his heroism challenged by
individuals that did not serve. The fact
that he went to Nam gave him the right
to criticize that war, to feel bad about
what happened there and to speak on
it. The bottom line is – he served his
country.

GET TO THE
POLLS AND VOTE

NOVEMBER 2

A MESSAGE FROM YANA coninued from page 3

ATTENTION
A Carrier at the Eastland Station recently had
the misfortune to run over two cats within a
three day period, which we believe is a
record. The photo shows cat#2. We will not
use the carriers name but the parking posi-
tion shows he is assigned to route #6 at the
Eastland Station.
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Anyone with questions about
where President Bush wants to take
this country needed only to listen to
his acceptance speech at the
Republican National Convention.
He stated that times have changed
and that years ago it was common
for people to keep one job through
one’s entire working career.  Now
it is common for a person to have
several jobs throughout a lifetime
and that he wants to give the
American people the power to make
their own choices when they go
from job to job.  These choices
would be possible through
“ownership” of individually
controlled medical insurance plans
and pensions.  President Bush’s plan
would allow us to take our medical
insurance and pensions from job to
job as our career paths changed.  In
order for this to be possible,
working class families would be the
sole contributors to these plans.
Corporations would no longer offer
to pay or contribute to them as has
been the norm for decades.  These
are benefits that were won for
working people through
negotiations between corporate
executives and unions.  He also
talked about changing overtime
laws that would allow working
parents to use compensatory time
for working more than 8 hours in a
day or 40 hours in a week.  He
envisions more use of flex time to
allow parents to spend more quality
time with their families.  It was
obvious to me that President Bush
is not a friend of working people.
He is  more concerned with
allowing corporations to maximize
profits on worker ’s backs by
weakening union causes.  There are
more workers in this country than

corporate executives and large
business owners.  Why then can’t
we defeat these people when we
vote?  A lot of us do not bother to
vote.  A lot of us are motivated to
vote conservative Republican
because of social issues that have
been forced into election issues.
Things like abortion, guns, church,
etc.  In my opinion, god, guns and
gays should never be election
issues.  They are social issues that
government has no right to interfere
with.

What the election should be
about is the encouragement of
living wage jobs with benefits in this
country.  It should be about public
schools that have the funding to
attract quality teachers to teach in
safe buildings that are in safe
neighborhoods.  Standardized
testing is fixing nothing.  All
teachers do is teach memorization
to the test.  Math, reading, history,
etc.  take a back seat  when
standardized testing is forced upon
schools.  Republicans preach less
government.  Let them start right
there by dropping forced
standardized testing and let
teachers teach the basics.

Republicans like to say no
American goes without health care
in the United States.  What about
those that cannot afford insurance

and delay getting treatment for some
symptoms?  What about the people
who won’t go to a doctor because
to do so would mean using money
that is needed for something else?
Like house payments, utilities or
food?  A lot of people go without
health care in this country because
of the very thing President Bush
talked about in his acceptance
speech.  They made choices.  They
chose not to get care because they
could not pay for it.

Finally, the election should be
about National Security with a
conscience.  To continue to occupy
Iraq is wrong.  There are no
terrorists hiding in Iraq.  If they
were, they are long gone.  Let’s
chase them around the world if we
have to, however, to occupy Iraq
in the name of a war on terror is a
lie.  To continue to stay there will
only breed future terrorists who will
be seeking revenge for what
happened to their lives and their
country.

Vote your conscience.  To me
that is living wage jobs, National
Security with a conscience, good
public schools and affordable health
insurance for all Americans.

Randy Hartman

FROM THE NORTH........
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SAFETY
FIRST

MAKE SURE IT’S SECURE:
ROLL-AWAY AND/OR RUNAWAY ACCIDENTS ON THE RISE

Old habits die hard.
Not securing an employee vehicle to avoid a roll-away vehicle seems to be the toughest habit for some folks to

break. USPS has experienced 201 such accidents in the first three quarters of this year, roughly one roll-away and/or
runaway per delivery a day.

In most cases, the operator established a behavior of not properly securing the vehicle and had the behavior rein-
forced countless times when nothing bad happened. Then one day–BOOM!–the operator experiences the roll-away
and/or runaway. They may have been in a hurry or taking a shorcut, but for whatever reason , the didn’t properly
secure their vehicle before exiting.

These types of motor vehicles accidents injure employees , customers, damage vehicles and private property.
Unattended USPS vehicles have struck parked vehicles along streets, homes, business, trees, moving private vehicles in
streets and intersections, and have even ended up in a backyard pool.

USPS requirements for properly securing a vehicle have been around for a long time and are stressed in employee
driver training programs, employee safety talks and are corrected during driver observations

And if you think it’s just the new employee making a rookie mistake, think again. This type of accident occurs across
the spectrum–from the new driver with less than one-month service to the professional driver with 30-plus years.

Below are the proper requirements for securing a vehicle:

 • Place the gear selector in “Park”
• Curb an/or turn the wheels to minimize vehicle travel distance should any of the above steps fail to keep vehicle

from rolling and/or running away
• Turn off the engine.
• Remove the Key.
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This fall promises to be a very busy time for NALC members.
We are still hopeful that Postal Reform will get to the floor of the House and Senate but the chances of that

have slimmed somewhat.
We also have a Presidential election that is very important to Letter Carriers and all working middle class

families.
The NALC, in convention, endorsed the candidacy of John Kerry and John Edwards. It is now our job

to register voters and to influence our friend, families, and co-workers to vote KERRY/EDWARDS.
Ohio is considered a battle ground state and it is my opinion that whichever candidate wins the State of

Ohio will be the next President.
Whether you are in Ohio or New York, this fall’s election should be a priority.
Senator Kerry’s performance at the Democratic Convention should have ended any doubts about his

ability to lead.
Seeing his wartime crew standing behind him on the stage spoke volumes to me.  As a U.S. Air Force

veteran, I am excited about the possibility of having a veteran and a man of the caliber of John Kerry
as our President.

President Bush has said that he is running on his record and that also pleases me.
His record consists of 3,000,000 jobs lost (many of them in Ohio), the highest deficit in history, and nearly

4,000 American citizens killed on his watch. If I were him, I would be running away from my record.
VOTE KERRY ON NOVEMBER 2, 2004.

Bill Cooke
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BRANCH 78, NALC

RETIREMENT PICNIC

PICTURES
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Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Columbus, Ohio

Permit #1291

BRANCH #78 OFFICERS

STATION STEWARD BUSINESS-HOME
A Short North Douglas Doherty 294-4922
B Clintonville Douglas Lawver 447-8078
BW Beechwold John Klinger 447-8078
BEX Bexley David B. Jackson 237-2830
Canal Winchester Gary Boller 471-8289
C Linden 476-1590
CP Central Point Paul D. Scheer 228-1570
CIR Circleville Patrick  Moore 1-740-474-3113
City Gate Collection Unit Chuck Snyder/Water Harris 472-0500
DEL Delaware Randy Hartman/R.Eglin 1-740-363-1906
DUB Dublin Teresa A. Forman 889-0763
Eastland Gary Boller 237-1912
E Olde Town Gary Porter 253-7350
F German Village Douglas Bryant 449-9565
G South Columbus Walt Brumfield 444-0217
GAH Gahanna John Slifko/Gary Boller 471-8289
GP Groveport Rocco Evangelista 279-2778
GC Grove City Duane Peterson
HILL Hilliard Cindy Francisco 876-7021
HT Hilltop Russell Sturgell 351-0137
LV Lincoln Village Rick Baker 351-0137
LIV Livingston R. Pugh 237-9570
LON London Jon Robinson 1-740-852-1881
MO Main Office James Williams/Keith Jones 469-4216
MV Marysville Jim Lockwood 1-937-642-1961
MTV Mount Vernon 351-1701
NE Northeast Brenda Davis 476-1590
NL Northland Andy Curtis/Kent Fling 890-1180
NW Northwest Keith Etherington 451-1502
OP Oakland Park Wendy Yonker 476-1590
PIC Pickerington Robert Brandon 837-5793
PLN CTY Plain City Teresa Thomas 614-873-4004
REY Reynoldsburg Doug Sawyer 866-6049
SHEP Shepard Larry R. Hamby Sr. 476-1590
TV Tri-Village Shawn Carter/Angelina Sutherland Alt. 351-1701
U University Rod James 294-7292
UA Upper Arlington Tom Wilson/Ed Ralston 451-2302
WV Westerville D. Fleck 882-2243
WJ West Jefferson G. Chaffins 1-614-879-9145
WW West Worthington Danny Green 793-9789
WH Whitehall Dan Churry/D. Miller Alt. 237-1722
WOR Worthington/Busch Jeff Freeman 846-6088

ARTICLES RECIEVED AFTER THE
FIRST WEDNESDAY OF ANY

MONTH WILL BE PUBLISHED IN
THE FOLLOWING MONTHS

BULLETIN

The views expressed in articles
printed in this publication do not di-
rectly reflect those of Branch 78 or
the Editor.
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS
TO :
1029 Harrisburg Pike
Columbus, Ohio 43223-2524

STEWARDS MEETING-6:30 P.M.
First Wednesday of each month
OFFICERS MEETING-6:00 P.M.
The Monday preceding Steward
Meeting
BRANCH MEETING-6:30 P.M.
Second Wednesday of each month
RETIREES MEETING-1:00 P.M.
First Tuesday of each month

BRANCH OFFICE PHONES:
279-BR78
279-2778

www.nalc-branch78.org
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REC SECRETARY RON SANTAVICCA 740-927-1174
ASST SECRETARY/EDITOR YANA MILLER 253-4163
FIN SECY-TREASURER BILL PAGANO 614-565-8987
EEO OFFICER MICHAEL HOLMES 475-2634
SGT-AT-ARMS EDWARD STEWART  279-2778
DIR OF RETIREES JACK LEVALLY 875-2220
MBA HEALTH BENEFIT ROBERT KIRK 740-927-4590
HEAD TRUSTEE CARL BOOTH  491-1675
TRUSTEE RANDY HARTMAN 740-363-1906
TRUSTEE CARL DEMKO 351-0137
TRUSTEE GARY BOLLER 471-8289
TRUSTEE TREVOR PAYNE 447-8078
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