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| want to thank Carl Demko and
Trevor Payne for co-chairing the
Branch picnic. They put much effort
in this and it turned out very
well. Many hoursof planning goesinto
afunction like this and it showed,
because things ran very smooth.
Thanksagantoboth of themandtheir
staff for putting on agreat time.

As | am writing thiswe are in
negotiationswith the Postmaster of
Columbus over route adjustments.
Weare mandated to try and reach an
agreement on away to adjust aroute
without doing afull blowninspection.

If we do not reach an agreement on
route adjustmentsat thislevel, it will
be appealed to the National and a
decisionwill bemadefor us. There
areafew stickler pointswithmeon
route adjustments. We havetried this
on our own (adjustment method) the
|ast coupleof years. | havelearned

from those unitswhere | agreed to
do our own adjustments. Someof the
unitsworked after adjustmentswere
implemented, somedid not. Asmost
of you know | am not a fan of
inspectionsand never will be. Route
inspections are slanted in
management’ sfavor, not thecarriers.
Management isconstantly tryingto
take a minute away from you as a
carrier and you are trying to keep
it. They need to get away from that
mentality. One of the points | am
adamant about isthe elimination of
casing equipment, especia ly without
thecarriersinput. It isgetting harder
and harder to throw minimum
standards because carriers are
throwingflatsfirgintoasmdler case.
| am referring to the program AM-
SOP. If you have not heard about
it, don’t worry youwill. By thetime
you read next months bulletin an
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agreement should be reached. The
delegatesat theNationd Convention
voted overwhelmingly to comeup
with an agreement to diminateroute
inspections. This is what we are
working ondoing.

The Branch has two other
functions coming up. We havethe
Golf Outing at St. Albans and the
Retirees Dinner at Berwick Party
House. | hope to see you at both.
Remember keep fighting the good
fight! ...Rocco Evangelista
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A MESSAGE FROM VICE PRESIDENT BOB SOLT

Intimidationissalf-inflicted. We
continueto receivetelephonecalls
at the Union Hall from members
who describe confrontations they
have with supervisors concerning
DOIS. Thefrequent complaintsare
that management informs Letter
Carriersthat “DOIS says’ they are
some ridiculous amount of time
under eight hours. There are
probably one or two socially and
contractualy chalenged supervisors
out therethat actually believetheir
mission in the Postal world is to
blindly obey what DOIS commands
them to do. Aswell intentioned as
these supervisorsalmost certainly
arethey have undoubtedly failed to
read or comprehend what was
agreed to in pre-arbitration M-
01444. Thisresolution, which was
signed by William Young of the
NALC and Doug Tulino of the
USPS, which in part clarifiesthat
piece counts recorded with DOIS
will not constitute the sole basisfor
discipline. Thisdoesnot changethe
principlethat, pursuant to Section
242.332 of the M-39, “No carrier
shdl bedisciplined for failureto meet
standards, except in cases of
unsatisfactory effort which must be

based on documented, unacceptable
conduct that led to the Carrier’s
failureto meet office standards’ In
other words, stay at the case and do
what is supposed to be done. If you
are unable to complete your
assignment in the time allotted,
complete a 3996 to inform
management. Management does not
need to continually interrogate you
after youinform themyou will not be
able to comply with a DOIS
generated performance estimate. If
you have been told to call inif you
arenot goingtoreturnontimebesure
that you call.

With 2004 being a Presidential
Election year, all active and retired
Letter Carriersneed to be politically
educated aswd| aspaliticaly involved.
The 2004 Presidential election is
extremely important to all activeand
retired Letter Carriers and their
families. At our national convention,
the delegates voted practically
unanimoudy to support John Kerry for
President. As Unionists, we need to
contributeto theNALC's COL CPE.
By law, no money from our Union
dues may be contributed to political
campaigns. The NALC contributes
voluntary contributionsfrom members

to candidates
of both
political
parties. The
N ALC
donates to
candidates
that support
the  best

=

Bob Solt

interestsof Letter Carriers.

| would liketotakethisopportunity
to expressthanksto fellow officers
Carl Demko and Bobby Kirk for their
assistance with the September
Stewardsmeeting. Theseofficersare
to becommended for their dedication
toBranch 78. Themeetingsareat 6:30
pm the first Wednesday of each
month. The meetings are somewhat
informa and arean opportunity for the
Stewardsto discussthe problemsthey
areexperiencinginther stations. All
Branch 78 membersin good standing
are not only invited but also
encouraged to attend the Stewards
meetings. Asaways, suggestionsand
comments are welcomed and
encouraged.

Fraternally,

Bob Solt
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The Branch 78 Picnic was THE EVENT.
If you mlssed the Branch 78 Picnic, you mlssed a great tlme .......
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A MESSAGE FROM YANA

What a
blur these
last few
months
have been.
Between
R ed,

White &

Boom, the

basketball
games, the National Convention,
Circle of Sisters meetingsfor the
upcoming elections, the Retiree
Picnic, the Branch Picnic, the Gol f
Outing, the Retiree Appreciation
Dinner and all the regular Officer
and Branch meetingsin between;
did I mention our Bulletin? No
wonder my house looks like
Charlie, Francesand Ivan all blew
through. Luckily, my better half has
been supportive of methrough all
this. | want to thank all the better
havesof the Branch Officersfor the
patience and indul gence throughout
the year, while we work for our
Union. We couldn’t do it with out
you and collectively we
acknowledge and thank you all.

Unfortunately, | was working
during the Retiree Picnic but the
consensuswasthat it turned out grest.
Asusual it would have been better
with abigger turnout but | know the
rest of youwill join usfor the Retiree
Appreciation Dinner at the Berwick
Party House October 2.

The Branch Picnic was THE
event, the weather was excellent.
Steward, Andy Curtis daughtersdid
face painting, games and balloons
for the youngsters and kept them
engaged throughout the day. Our
DJ, Roger Noble, donated histime
againthisyear and played something
for everyone. If youneedaDJgive
thisman acall. He said he feels

we (Letter Carriers) are
underappreciated and taken for
granted and it makeshim feel good
to do the picnic for us. From his
mouth to management, L’ Enfant
Plaza, Congress and the public’'s
ears. There was plenty of food
cooked by Chef Eddie Stewart and
his crew. Mike lacoboni kept the
buffet line supplied. Todd Hornyak
and Gerald Hooslier baited fishing
hooksfor thelittleanglers. Angelina
Sutherland and Shelley Demko sold
raffleticketsand greeted everyone
coming in. Therewere equestrians
of all ageson the pony rides. Carl
Demko, Trevor Payne and all the
volunteers whose names | didn’t
mention did afantasticjob planning
and pulling off thisevent. IFYOU
DID NOT COME ITWASYOUR
LOSS BECAUSE IT WAS A
GREAT TIME!

We arerenewing our COESRA
membership 2005 cards will be
availabletheend of theyear. Inthis
issueisan order formfor Cleveland
Cavalier tickets, get your ordersin
quick.

Sinceitisfall itistimeto start
collecting for ONE NEW TOY.
For the new members and those
who have been in l[imbo; we ask
each carrier tobringin or contribute
cash to purchase ONE NEW TOY.
These are delivered to Gladden
Community Housefor distribution
to families on the west side of
Columbus. Knowingthediveinthe
economy, the loss of jobs and
funding for social servicesthereare
a lot of kids that will not have
CHRISTMAS if we don’'t come
through. We are one of the few
organizationsthat don’t overlook
the teens as we purchase Media
Play gift certificates for each of

them. Last year there were seventy
and we were afew short so | will
guess there will be ninety to a
hundred thisyear to besafe. That is
no small sum. So get busy wringing
thosedollarsout of each other. ALL
MONEY AND TOYS WILL
HAVE TOBEAT THEHALL BY
THE DECEMBER MEETING!
Therewill beadrawing for aUSA
leather jacket, ticketsare $1. or six
for $5. Contact Carl Demko for
tickets.

There is only one short month
beforetheeection andif you haven't
registered your window of
opportunity is about to close.
Immediately contact the Board of
Elections. This is the most
important election for middle
America. The outcomewill deter-
mineif therewill beamiddleclass.

Continued on page5
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ROCCO EVANGELISTA - President

Dear Brothersand Sisters

There are anumber of thingsto think about before you go to the pollsto vote for the next
president of the United States on Nov. 2. Although national security ison all our minds,
we’ ve also got to consider the security of our jobs, health care and retirement.

Our economic security has declined since President George W. Bush took office. We have
lost morethan 1.7 million private-sector jobs. More than 9 million full-time workers have lost
their employer provided health insurance.

In Ohio, we have lost 170,00 manufacturing jobs. 50,000 workers have lost their
employer provided health insurance. 1,226,000 people are living in poverty.

President Bush has done nothing to address the |oss of jobs and health care coverage
in this country. He’s campaigning on a platform that supports giving tax breaks to
companies that move jobs overseas. His health care plan actually will cause more
employers to drop health care coverage.

John Kerry has areal plan to bring economic security back to our families. He will
support tax incentives for businesses that create and keep U.S. jobs. He has a plan to
lower the costs of health care and to providetax creditsto employers that provide
health insurance to their workers.

John Kerry knows our national security relies on our economic and military security, and
he is the one candidate who can ensure both.

Thisisan important election, and | encourage you to educate yourself about the issues
and go to the pollson Nov. 2. How you decide to vote is your decision. However, after
researching the candidates’ records, your union has endorsed John Kerry for U.S.
president.

Sincerely,
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A MESSAGE FROM YANA

| recently had an email about the
Suffragette movement that fought to
gainvoting rightsfor women| had no
ideathey went through physical abuse
intheir battle. | canrelatetothecivil
rights battles of the 50's and 60’s
becausethat wasin my time. What |
can’'t understand is the number of
AfricanAmericansthat fail to cast a
ballotinevery eection. Thisoccurred
inour lifegpan. Thesufferingand pain
was on television, on newspapers,
magazines and radio. This is not
ancient history! How canyou not use
thisprivilege? Right now themiddle
classisunder siegeand if you can’t
seeor haven'tfeltit| can’timagine
whereyou have been. The body that
made themiddle classpossiblewas
the devel opment of unionsand since
the Reagan yearsthere hasbeen an
ongoing battle to strip unions of
power, throughlossof rightsand jobs.
Everyday weread about another plant
closing. A company that cannot or will
not pay benefits to their retirees
because they have spent the money
on platinum parachutes for their
CEO, CFO and COO whatever the
title the working man is getting
screwed inthe processand thefolks
inWashington aresaying it’'sokay.
Weinthemiddle class have had
good jobs, been ableto send our kids
to college, havehadinsuranceto help

withmedica billsand retirementsto
depend on when our working days
are over. That group of peopleis
getting smaller day by day. The poor
and theworking poor aregrowingin
numbersand how long beforethere
isnogroupinthemiddle?

| hear proponents of the present
administration talking about the
wonderful tax cutsbut | don’t hear
them talking about how grantsfor
education have decreased or monies
for social serviceshave been cut or
how much has been taken from the
Social Security surplusto pay for
those cuts. Lately, there have been
commercials on how the present
adminigrationisgoingtodod| these
thingsfor usthat should have been
donetheselast four yearsbut there
ISno mention on how these things
aregoing to bepaid for. Themoney
hasto come from somewhere and
we al know our federal budget
surplus has been decimated into one
of thelargest deficitsever. You have
to pay for programs. There is no
magic wand or magic lamp. My
guess is more unfunded federal
mandatesfor statesthat arelimping
financially already. Morelike*“No
Child Left Behind” sureit sounded
good but there was nothing to
implement it and more children are
left behind with no HEADSTART,

coninued from page 3

NoAFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS
and no CHILDCARE assistancefor
working mothers. Then theres that
wonderful prescription program that
hasseniorspaying morefor medicines
thanthey paid before.

Wearesending billionsof dollars
to Irag but it isn’'t rebuilding the
infrastructure we destroyed, it’snot
providing jobs for the Iraqi
unemployed but it isputting billions
into the coffers of the Halliburton
Corporations and others like it. If
Congress could appoint, a Special
Counsel tofind out if the president
wasgetting alittlenookieontheside
certainly they should investigatewhy
theunbidded contractsin Iragarenot
bengfulfilled.

Lastly, havewe gone completely
supidtodlow themediatotel usthat
aman who volunteered for military
duty and fought inan unpopular war
can have hisheroism challenged by
individuasthat did not serve. Thefact
that hewent to Namgavehimtheright
to criticizethat war, tofeel bad about
what happened thereand to speak on
it. Thebottom lineis—heserved his
country.

GETTOTHE
POLLSAND VOTE
NOVEMBER 2

ATTENTION

ACarrier at the Eastland Station recently had
the misfortune to run over two cats within a
three day period, which we believe is a
record. The photo shows cat#2. We will not
use the carriers name but the parking posi-
tion shows he is assigned to route #6 at the
Eastland Station.

OCTOBER 2004
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FROM THE NORTH........

Anyone with questions about
where President Bush wantsto take
thiscountry needed only tolistento
his acceptance speech at the
Republican National Convention.
He stated that times have changed
and that years ago it was common
for peopleto keep onejob through
one'sentireworking career. Now
it iscommon for aperson to have
several jobsthroughout alifetime
and that he wants to give the
American peoplethe power to make
their own choices when they go
from job to job. These choices
would be possible through
“ownership” of individually
controlled medical insurance plans
and pensions. President Bush'splan
would allow usto take our medical
insurance and pensionsfromjob to
job asour career pathschanged. In
order for this to be possible,
working classfamilieswould bethe
sole contributors to these plans.
Corporationswould no longer offer
to pay or contributeto them ashas
been the norm for decades. These
are benefits that were won for
working people through
negotiations between corporate
executives and unions. He also
talked about changing overtime
laws that would allow working
parents to use compensatory time
for working morethan 8 hoursina
day or 40 hours in a week. He
envisionsmore use of flex timeto
allow parentsto spend more quality
time with their families. It was
obviousto methat President Bush
isnot afriend of working people.
He is more concerned with
allowing corporationsto maximize
profits on worker’s backs by
weakening union causes. Thereare
more workersin this country than

corporate executives and large
business owners. Why then can’t
we defeat these people when we
vote? A lot of usdo not bother to
vote. A lot of usare motivated to
vote conservative Republican
because of social issuesthat have
been forced into election issues.
Thingslike abortion, guns, church,
etc. Inmy opinion, god, gunsand
gays should never be election
issues. They aresocial issuesthat
government hasno right to interfere
with.

What the election should be
about is the encouragement of
livingwagejobswith benefitsinthis
country. It should be about public
schools that have the funding to
attract quality teacherstoteachin
safe buildings that are in safe
neighborhoods. Standardized
testing is fixing nothing. All
teachersdo isteach memorization
tothetest. Math, reading, history,
etc. take a back seat when
standardized testing isforced upon
schools. Republicans preach less
government. Let them start right
there by dropping forced
standardized testing and let
teachersteach the basics.

Republicans like to say no
American goeswithout health care
in the United States. What about
those that cannot afford insurance

and delay getting treatment for some
symptoms? What about the people
who won'’t go to adoctor because
to do so would mean using money
that is needed for something else?
Like house payments, utilities or
food? A lot of people go without
health carein this country because
of the very thing President Bush
talked about in his acceptance
speech. They made choices. They
chose not to get care because they
could not pay for it.

Finally, the election should be
about National Security with a
conscience. To continueto occupy
Iraq is wrong. There are no
terrorists hiding in Irag. If they
were, they are long gone. Let’s
chase them around theworld if we
have to, however, to occupy Iraq
in the name of awar on terrorisa
lie. To continueto stay therewill
only breed futureterroristswho will
be seeking revenge for what
happened to their lives and their
country.

Vote your conscience. To me
that isliving wage jobs, National
Security with a conscience, good
public schoolsand affordable health
insurancefor all Americans.

Randy Hartman

H H

TOGETHER WE
CAN MAKE A
H DIFFERENCE H

H

H WE
H "H STAND H
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MAKE SURE IT’S SECURE:
ROLL-AWAY AND/OR RUNAWAY ACCIDENTS ON THE RISE

Old habits die hard.

Not securing an employeevehicleto avoid aroll-away vehicle seemsto be thetoughest habit for somefolksto
break. USPS has experienced 201 such accidentsin thefirst three quarters of thisyear, roughly oneroll-away and/or
runaway per delivery aday.

In most cases, the operator established abehavior of not properly securing the vehicle and had the behavior rein-
forced countlesstimeswhen nothing bad happened. Then one day—BOOM !-the operator experiencestheroll-away
and/or runaway. They may have beeninahurry or taking ashorcut, but for whatever reason, thedidn’t properly
securetheir vehiclebeforeexiting.

Thesetypesof motor vehiclesaccidentsinjure employees, customers, damage vehiclesand private property.
Unattended USPS vehicleshave struck parked vehiclesa ong streets, homes, business, trees, moving privatevehiclesin
streetsand intersections, and have even ended up in abackyard pool.

USPSrequirementsfor properly securing avehicle have been around for along time and are stressed in employee
driver training programs, employee safety talksand are corrected during driver observations

Andif youthink it'sjust the new empl oyee making arookie mistake, think again. Thistype of accident occursacross
the spectrum—from the new driver with lessthan one-month serviceto the professional driver with 30-plusyears.

Below aretheproper requirementsfor securingavehicle:

» Placethegear selector in* Park”
 Curban/or turnthewheel sto minimizevehicletravel distance should any of the above stepsfail to k%p vehicle
fromrolling and/or running away
» Turnoff theengine.
* RemovetheKey.
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Thisfal promisestobeavery busy timefor NALC members.

Wearedtill hopeful that Postal Reformwill get to thefloor of the House and Senate but the chances of that
havedimmed somewhét.

Wealso haveaPresidential election that isvery important to Letter Carriersand all working middleclass
families

TheNALC, in convention, endorsed the candidacy of John Kerry and John Edwards. It isnow our job
toregister votersand to influence our friend, families, and co-workersto vote KERRY/EDWARDS.

Ohioisconsidered abattle ground state and it ismy opinion that whichever candidate winsthe State of
Ohiowill bethenext President.

Whether you arein Ohio or New York, thisfall’selection should beapriority.

Senator Kerry’s performance at the Democratic Convention should have ended any doubts about his
ability tolead.

Seeing hiswartime crew standing behind him on the stage spokevolumesto me. AsaU.S. Air Force
veteran, | am excited about the possibility of having aveteran and aman of the caliber of John Kerry
asour President.

President Bush hassaid that heisrunning on hisrecord and that also pleasesme.

Hisrecord consistsof 3,000,000 jobslost (many of themin Ohio), the highest deficit in history, and nearly
4,000American citizenskilled on hiswatch. If | werehim, | would be running away from my record.

VOTE KERRY ON NOVEMBER 2, 2004.

> W@

—- 0 O T m?2™X™

Bill Cooke
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COESRA Nights with

the Cavaliers!

Come to Gund Arena to watch NBA Rookie of the year, LeBron James, backed by new
additions Eric Snow & Drew Gooden. Choose from any or all of the following games.

*Get your order in TODAY! These games will sell-out quickly*

Don’t miss the Home Opener on November 3™, the LeBron James Hardwood
Classic Throwback Jersey Bobblehead giveaway on November 15", and NBA
Champion Detroit Pistons on November 24"

GAME DATE OPPONENT TIME GAME DATE OPPONENT TIME
Wed. Nov. 3™ Indiana 7:00PM Sat. Dec.4™ Toronto 7:30PM
Sat. Nov.13™  Washington 1:00PM Sat. Dec.18®  Boston 7:30PM
Mon. Nov.15"  Golden State  7:00PM | Tue. Mar.15™  Utah 7:00PM
Sat. Nov.20®™  Charlotte 7:30PM | Fri. Mar.18®  Philadelphia  7:30PM
Wed. Nov.24™  Detroit 7:00PM Fri. Apr.1* Sacramento  8:00PM
Sat. Nov.27™  Chicago 7:30PM

To order, mail to: Cleveland Cavaliers, Attn: Bryan Ralston,
1 Center Court, Cleveland, Ohio 44115 or fax to (216) 420-2329

# OF $45 # OF $35 # OF $20 Lot
COESRA NIGHTS AMOUNT
TICKETS | TICKETS TICKETS T
Cavaliers vs. Pacers 11/3/04 $
Cavaliers vs. Pistons 11/24/04 $
Cavaliers vs. Bulls 11/27/04 $
Cavaliers vs. Raptors 12/4/04 $
Cavaliers vs. Celtics 12/18/04 $
Cavaliers vs. Jazz 3/15/05 $
Cavaliers vs. 76ers 3/18/05 $
Cavaliers vs. Kings 4/1/05 $
# OF $42 # OF $30 #OF $18
TICKETS TICKETS TICKETS
Cavaliers vs. Wizards 11/13/04 $
Cavaliers vs. Warriors 11/15/04 $
Cavaliers vs. Bobcats 11/20/04 $
HANDLING | § 5.00
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED | $
0O CHECK/MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO CLEVELAND CAVALIERS
0 PLEASE CHARGE OVISA 0O MASTERCARD
0 AMERICAN EXPRESS 0 DISCOVER
CARD# EXP. DATE
SIGNATURE
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
DAY PHONE ( ) EMAIL:

All orders will be processed in September and are subject to availability. Questions? Call 216-420-2472

&
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FIN SECY-TREASURER BILL PAGANO 614-565-8987
EEO OFFICER MICHAEL HOLMES 475-2634
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TRUSTEE CARL DEMKO 351-0137
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TRUSTEE TREVOR PAYNE 447-8078
STATION STEWARD BUSINESSHOME
A Short North Douglas Doherty 204-4922
B Clintonville Douglas Lawver 447-8078
BW Beechwold John Klinger 447-8078
BEX Bexley David B. Jackson 237-2830
Canal Winchester Gary Boller 471-8289
CLinden 476-1590
CP Central Point Paul D. Scheer 2281570
CIRCircleville Patrick Moore 1-740-474-3113
City Gate Callection Unit Chuck Snyder/Water Harris 472-0500
DEL Delaware Randy Hartman/R.Eglin 1-740-363-1906
DUB Dublin TeresaA. Forman 839-0763
Eastland Gary Boller 237-1912
E OldeTown Gary Porter 253-7350
F German Village Douglas Bryant 449-9565
G South Columbus Walt Brumfield 4440217
GAH Gahanna John Slifko/Gary Boller 471-8289
GP Groveport Rocco Evangelista 2719-2778
GC GroveCity Duane Peterson

HILL Hilliard Cindy Francisco 876-7021
HT Hilltop Russell Sturgell 351-0137
LV LincolnVillage Rick Baker 351-0137
LIV Livingston R. Pugh 237-9570
LON London Jon Robinson 1-740-852-1831
MO Main Office JamesWilliamg/K eith Jones 469-4216
MV Marysville Jm Lockwood 1-937-642-1961
MTV Mount Vernon 351-1701
NE Northeast BrendaDavis 476-1590
NL Northland Andy Curtis’/Kent Fling 890-1180
NW Northwest Keith Etherington 451-1502
OP Oakland Park Wendy Yonker 476-1590
PIC Pickerington Raobert Brandon 837-5793
PLN CTY PlainCity Teresa Thomas 614-873-4004
REY Reynoldsburg Doug Sawyer 866-6049
SHEP Shepard Larry R.Hamby Sr. 476-1590
TV Tri-Village Shawn Carter/Angelina Sutherland Alt. 351-1701
U University Rod James 204-7292
UA Upper Arlington Tom Wilson/Ed Ralston 451-2302
WV Westerville D. FHeck 882-2243
WJ West Jefferson G Chaffins 1-614-879-9145
WW West Worthington Danny Green 793-9789
WH Whitehall Dan Churry/D. Miller Alt. 237-1722
WOR Worthington/Busch Jeff Freeman 846-6088
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THE JOB YOU SAVE
COULD BE YOUR OWN!

ARTICLESRECIEVEDAFTERTHE
FIRST WEDNESDAY OF ANY
MONTHWILL BEPUBLISHEDIN
THEFOLLOWINGMONTHS
BULLETIN

The views expressed in articles
printed in thispublication do not di-
rectly reflect those of Branch 78 or
theEditor.

ADDRESSALL COMMUNICATIONS
TO:

1029 Harrisburg Pike

Columbus, Ohio 43223-2524

STEWARDSMEETING-6:30P.M.
First Wednesday of each month
OFFICERSMEETING-6:00P.M.
The Monday preceding Steward
M eeting

BRANCH MEETING-6:30P.M.
Second Wednesday of each month
RETIREESMEETING-1:00PM.
First Tuesday of each month

BRANCH OFFICE PHONES:
279-BR78
279-2778

www.nalc-branch78.org




