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My grandfather used to say
time goes by quickly, enjoy it
while you can. You don’t realize
that until  you get a little older. I
look  back and wondered what
happened to 2004, but I also said
the same about 2003. I hope
2005 is a prosperous and healthy
year for all.

Once again, ONE-NEW TOY
was a huge success thanks to your
efforts. With a combined effort
from our retirees, active carriers
and even a few mangers and
supervisors who donated to this
worthy cause, it brought much joy
to many less fortunate than us. I
especially want to thank the
Eastland Station for their efforts.
They raised over $1000 dollars this
year. There are many people
responsible for making One New
Toy work, but they do not do it for
recognition. Actually some do not
like it when I mention their name so
I won’t. But they know who they
are and this branch would be much
less without them. I thank you on
behalf of everyone for your hard
work and dedication.

The Postal Service informed
the NALC they were not going to
proceed any further with pursuing
a  route adjustment agreement on
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a National Level. Needless to say
the leaders of the NALC are
furious. They put many hours of
discussion and work in trying to
secure an agreement only to have
the rug pulled out from under
them. With the current system in
place, route adjustments are not
fair to the carrier. We reached an
agreement in Columbus several
months ago based on demon-
strated performance, verified mail
volume and 30 minutes minimum,
fixed office time. We have yet to
test the agreement.

Many items that we put in the
bulletin are used against us
sometimes in the grievance pro-
cedure and also in  arbitration
cases. But, this newspaper is the best
avenue we have to reach our
membership besides the monthly
meetings. When I tell you to fill out
a 3996 and you do not do it, it will
be thrown  back in my face by a
manager who will say “ I know
you tell the carriers because I read
it in your articles ”. I usually say,
“Well some of them don’t read it”.
I know that most of you do. The
next hot spot I want to touch on is
safety. You will see many teams
out to the stations checking for
emergency brakes, addressing

accident records and so on.
Take the time and make sure

your handbrake is set every time
you get out of your seat. It only
takes a second to set it, but it will
take us much more time to defend
you when you are written up for
failure to follow instructions.
Take the time to follow all safety
regulations. It took me a long time
to figure out why management
was always giving safety talks.
They eventually sink in! We have
had some very serious accidents
in the past including the death of
one Postal  Employee. Always try
and do your job as safely as
possible. Do not take any
shortcut that could cause yourself
some unnecessary grief  later on,
it is not worth it. Besides family,

Continued on page 4
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On December 1st we held
our annual Steward appreciation
dinner. I would like to once
again thank all of the Stewards,
their families and the branch of-
ficers that were able to attend.
The rotating day off calendars
were distributed to the Stewards
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in attendance. Again this year,
Branch 78 Health Benefits Rep-
resentative and the extremely
domesticated Bobby Kirk was
the last one out of the kitchen.

Thanks to everyone that
helped with the One New Toy.
It was a record-breaking ac-
complishment this year. The car-
riers are to be commended for
t h e i r  t i r e l e s s  d e d i c a t i o n .
Eastland Station had a combined
total of $1200 in contributions.
This may be why Eastland Sta-
tion is considered to be the pride
o f  n o t  o n l y  t h e  U S P S  b u t
Branch 78 as well. This is the
perfect definition of progressive
Unionism.

We con t inue  to  r ece ive
questions regarding 3996’s. If
you feel you will not be able to
complete your assignment in
eight hours a 3996 needs to be
completed. It is always a good
idea to get a copy and keep it.
It is not management’s choice as
to whether or not you will be
permitted to obtain and submit
a 3996. If management does not
agree with the auxiliary assis-
tance or overtime you are re-
questing they have the option to

approve or disapprove your re-
quest. Management is required
to give you a copy of the 3996
marked approved or  disap-
proved. This does not need to
become a time of verbal con-
frontation. If your station has an
SOP regarding calling in if you
cannot return on time follow it.
Management then has the option
of instructing you to deliver the
mail or return it to the office.

I would like to wish everyone
a joyous holiday season and
a safe and prosperous new

year.

Fraternally,

 Bob Solt

Linda Solt and Bobby Kirk

Doug Lauver

Support our men and women
in the

military who are fighting
for our freedom!

God Bless America!!!

United We Stand!
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I attended
the quarterly
C O E S R A
meeting De-
cember 14th,
there are some
changes for

2005, the biggest is that there will
no longer be individual cards for
members, you simply present your
work ID or Union card and the dis-
count will be issued. We will no
longer receive a notebook of the
participating businesses; there will
be a computer disc. I will ask
Trevor to download it to the Branch
website. You can access it yourself
at www.COESRA.com.  I will try
to profile a few services/offers each
month.

The Sunrise Senior Living prop-
erties offer half off the initial com-
munity fee and 5% discount off their
base rate and there are six locations
in the Columbus area. Tuffy Auto
Service Centers offer a 5% discount
on their services to COESRA mem-
bers. Centex Homes offer a 1% dis-
count on their homes or condomini-
ums. COESRA has discount tick-
ets for the Smucker’s Stars on Ice
by mail order. It is a good idea to
ask businesses if they give
COESRA discounts before making
purchases, just as you would for
AARP, AAA or Golden Buckeye.

We had an excellent response

to ONE NEW TOY this year. The
outstanding station this year was
Eastland. Mitch told the Head Elf,
“We didn’t do to good on the toy
part but we’ve got this!” and handed
him $1200. Needless to say Big
Tom Wilson was overjoyed. That
took care of three quarters of the
teens. I don’t know how you did it
but we are extremely grateful for
your generosity. If only the rest of
the stations were as focused. If I’m
not mistaken they also do some
food baskets for families in their zip.
THANK YOU EASTLAND STA-
TION FOR YOUR CONTIN-
UED SUPPORT OF ONE NEW
TOY. I won’t have the tally on the
number of children served but five
hundred twenty-five families signed
up at Gladden. They had to stop ac-
cepting applications to ensure they
had enough to provide each with a
satisfactory food basket. Ray
Mitchell and the Mid-Ohio Vair
Force once again provided a sub-
stantial toy donation to ONE NEW
TOY, this is their fourth year of par-
ticipation and we appreciate their
support.

The Social Rec Committee do-
nated the toys left after their
Children’s Christmas party to ONE
NEW TOY. So your pop can do-
nations did double duty, keep re-
cycling. As always the Retirees
helped by bringing toys to their

A MESSAGE FROM YANA
Christmas lunch, we can always
count on them to lead the way.

There were a number of indi-
viduals that went above and beyond
the typical toy or two and we thank
their generosity as well. We had a
new elf this year on shopping night,
Jackie Mitchell braved the elements
to help fill the two trucks we took
shopping. She caught on pretty
quick to the technique and was
eagle-eyed watching the cashiers.
Way to go, Jackie!

Without slighting anyone I offer
a heartfelt thanks to each and every
person that made this year’s toy
drive such a success. You are all to
be commended. Branch 78 made
the holidays very special for a lot of
children that would not have had
anything to celebrate without your
donations. THANK YOU!

I had a note from one of our
Retirees requesting names on the
pictures. We will try as much as
possible to document the people but
it’s not always possible. I appreci-
ate your suggestions to make the bul-
letin better.
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safety should be your foremost
concern. You will not be any
good to your loved ones if you are
laying in a hospital bed because
you wanted to save a few minutes.

What I am going to touch on
next is going to make some
people mad but I am not trying to
win popularity but I am address-
ing it because it needs to be said.
This branch spends a lot of time
defending the same people on
usually the same issues. We have
many important matters facing us
as Letter Carriers. We need to

spend time knocking on doors
fighting to keep what we have,
instead of talking on the phone
defending a carrier that does not
want to come to work or soon as
the first snow flies, goes on limited
duty. That is not fair to the
carriers that come to work
everyday and does his/her route
in the rain or snow without a
complaint. I know this job is not
getting easier and I know more is
expected from letter carriers
daily, but that is not an excuse for
a few not to do the job that is

PRESIDENT’S PAGE
Continued from page 1

expected of them.
It puts more pressure on your

fellow letter carrier and causes
much resentment on the work-
room floor. It is also tough on the
stewards to defend the same
issues over and over again.
Please don’t get me wrong, if
your sick, your sick. That is what
sick leave is for. But I think all of
you know what I am talking
about.  Remember keep fighting
the good fight!

Rocco Evangelista

Ricard Loring Main Office Retiree

Second from the left is Gene Aldenderfer
UniversityStation Retireee

Retiring Doug McGee from
Trivillage Station

TOGETHER

WE WILL MAKE A

DIFFERENCE!!!
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SALES REP
WANTED

 
Wasserman/AME’s Uniforms

 
Our company is looking for

a retired Letter Carrier or
spouse of a Letter Carrier to
make sales calls in your local
post offices.

Part time or Full time is
available. Please call Joe
Padon, Sales Manager at 1
(866) 597-2532 to learn more
about the position.

W a s s e r m a n / A M E ’ s
Uniforms is a union preference
company that hires NALC
retirees as it’s sales reps.

His Dream Marches on.... .

UNITED

WE

STAND!

FEBRUARY IS

BLACK HISTORY MONTH!!!!!

50 YEAR GOLD CARDS

Rosie Flenard and Otis R. Lowe
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STATION STEWARD BUSINESS-HOME
A Short North Douglas Doherty 294-4922
B Clintonville Douglas Lawver 447-8078
BW Beechwold John Klinger 447-8078
BEX Bexley Jackie Mitchell 237-2830
Canal Winchester Gary Boller 471-8289
C Linden Marcus Jones 476-1590
CP Central Point 228-1570
CIR Circleville Patrick Moore 1-740-474-3113
City Gate Collection Unit Chuck Snyder/Walter Harris 472-0500
DEL Delaware Randy Hartman/R.Eaglin 1-740-363-1906
DUB Dublin 889-0763
Eastland Gary Boller 237-1912
E Olde Town 253-7350
F German Village Douglas Bryant 449-9565
G South Columbus Walt Brumfield 444-0217
GAH Gahanna John Slifko 471-8289
GP Groveport Rocco Evangelista 279-2778
GC Grove City Duane Peterson
HILL Hilliard Cindy Francisco 876-7021
HT Hilltop Mark Beach 351-0137
LV Lincoln Village Rick Baker 351-0137
LIV Livingston R. Pugh 237-9570
LON London Jon Robinson 1-740-852-1881
MO Main Office James Williams/Keith Jones 469-4216
MV Marysville Jim Lockwood 1-937-642-1961
MTV Mount Vernon Paul McCamey 351-1701
NE Northeast Brenda Davis 476-1590
NL Northland Andy Curtis/Kent Fling 890-1180
NW Northwest Keith Etherington 451-1502
OP Oakland Park Doug Tuttle 476-1590
PIC Pickerington Robert Brandon 837-5793
PLN CTY Plain City Teresa Thomas 614-873-4004
REY Reynoldsburg Doug Sawyer 866-6049
SHEP Shepard Larry R. Hamby Sr. 476-1590
TV Tri-Village Angelina Sutherland Alt. 351-1701
U University Rod James 294-7292
UA Upper Arlington Tom Wilson/Tom Parise 451-2302
WV Westerville D. Fleck 882-2243
WJ West Jefferson G. Chaffins 1-614-879-9145
WW West Worthington Danny Green 793-9789
WH Whitehall Dan Churry/D. Miller Alt. 237-1722
WOR Worthington/Busch Jeff Freeman 846-6088

ARTICLES RECIEVED AFTER THE
FIRST WEDNESDAY OF ANY

MONTH WILL BE PUBLISHED IN
THE FOLLOWING MONTHS

BULLETIN

The views expressed in articles
printed in this publication do not di-
rectly reflect those of Branch 78 or
the Editor.
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS
TO :
1029 Harrisburg Pike
Columbus, Ohio 43223-2524

STEWARDS MEETING-6:30 P.M.
First Wednesday of each month
OFFICERS MEETING-6:00 P.M.
The Monday preceding Steward
Meeting
BRANCH MEETING-6:30 P.M.
Second Wednesday of each month
RETIREES MEETING-1:00 P.M.
First Tuesday of each month

BRANCH OFFICE PHONES:
279-BR78
279-2778

www.nalc-branch78.org

T H E  J O B  Y O U  S A V E

C O U L D  B E  Y O U R  O W N !

F O R  T H E

UNION

LABEL

PRESIDENT ROCCO EVANGELISTA UNION HALL 614-279-2778
VICE PRESIDENT BOB SOLT 756-4664
REC SECRETARY RON SANTAVICCA 740-927-1174
ASST SECRETARY/EDITOR YANA MILLER 253-4163
FIN SECY-TREASURER BILL PAGANO 614-565-8987
EEO OFFICER MICHAEL HOLMES 475-2634
SGT-AT-ARMS EDWARD STEWART  279-2778
DIR OF RETIREES JACK LEVALLY 875-2220
MBA HEALTH BENEFIT ROBERT KIRK 740-927-4590
HEAD TRUSTEE CARL BOOTH  491-1675
TRUSTEE RANDY HARTMAN 740-363-1906
TRUSTEE CARL DEMKO 351-0137
TRUSTEE GARY BOLLER 471-8289
TRUSTEE TREVOR PAYNE 447-8078

Buckeye Branch 78
1029 Harrisburg Pike

Columbus, Ohio 43223-2524
National Association of Letter Carriers
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