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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM

OUR FAMILIES TO

YOURS….OFFICERS OF

BRANCH 78

Merry Christmas...

Happy Hanukah…

Happy Kwanzaa…

Joyous Eid
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Rocco

Evangelista

I want to thank all letter

carriers for the long hours and hard

work you put in during the 2006

election. The Eastern Area

(because of Ohio) generated more

revenue than other parts of the

country due to the election

mailings. As you know Ohio once

again was the focal point during

the election. I hope that each and

every one of you took the time to

vote. How you voted is your

business but at least use the

opportunity to do so. Remember

in other countries of the world

citizens die for something we take

for granted. I want to thank Brenda

Barton and Todd Hornyak for the

many hours they put in working

this year on trying to educate

union members on the issues. For

example, raising the minimum

wage. Every working person in

this country deserves to make a

decent wage. Imagine a single

parent working for minimum

wages and trying to put food on

the table and pay child care. It is

impossible. One way or the other

we are going to pay. Maybe with

a decent wage we can also give

them a little self respect also.

Open season is in full swing.

This is the only time during the

year that you can make a choice

to switch health care plans. There

are many to choose from

including one ran by your union.

Please take the time to consider

switching health care coverage to

the NALC. The NALC Health

Benefit plan is rated number #1

in customer satisfaction this year.

If you have any questions you can

call us at the Union Hall or you

may contact the plan directly.

Remember it is a plan run by the

Union for Union members.

Service and quality will always be

number one. Open season runs

from November 13 to December

11, 2006. You may also choose if

you want to participate in a

Flexible Spending account (FSA)

and the Federal Employees

Dental and Vision Insurance

Program. Any changes you make

will take effect in January 2007.

The state recently held a

retirement seminar at the

Blackwell Inn. Over 165 people

were in attendance. Matt Dry

from personnel, a representative

from the Social Security Office

and the Director of Retirees for

the NALC, Don Southern gave

lectures on how to help prepare

for retirement. It is never to early

to get ready for retirement.

Everything you do now, no matter

when you are going to retire, will

help you in the future. It all comes

down to a matter of financial

accountability. In other words, the

more you are prepared towards

retirement the better off you will

be. This goes also for mentally

and financially. If you are not

ready to retire (some are not) you

will might wind up regretting it.

Ask someone you know, they will

tell you. Who better to ask than

another retiree. The branch has a

supply of information concerning

retirement which includes

retirement booklets for both

FERS and CSRS employees. You

may contact us for information.

Speaking of retirement I want

to congratulate Phil Paulson from

Gahanna for the many years of

service he contributed. I will

remember Phil as someone who

always spoke his mind, set the

example for all Letter Carriers to

follow. May retirement treat him

well. On another note it has been

a year ago since another Gahanna

carrier retired but I  neglected to

mention him in my article. Terry

Riley, one of the best T-6 carriers

any of us had the pleasure of

working with. The man is not

much of a golfer but he is one heck

of a carrier. I know both will enjoy

the well deserved spare time.

I want to wish everyone a happy

and prosperous holiday season.

May you enjoy the time with your

families, make every moment

count and appreciate each

blessing and be greatful.

Remember, keep fighting the

good fight!

Happy Holidays!

From The Evangelista Family



DECEMBER  2006 PAGE  3

A MESSAGE FROM VICE PRESIDENT BOB SOLT

Bob Solt

Buckeye Br. 78 Bulletin

Published and Paid for

by Br.78

Published monthly except

August

Volume 27- Issue 11

December, 2006

President Rocco Evangelista
Vice President Bob Solt
Recording Secretary Ron Santavicca
Asst. Secretary/Editor Yana Miller
Financial Secretary Bill Pagano

Please notify your local union of address
changes as soon as possible.
Send address changes to:

Br. 78 Bulletin
1029 Harrisburg Pike

Columbus  OH  43223-2524

614-279-2778

www.nalc-branch78.org

Printed by Lanz Printing Co.
Columbus Ohio

     I would like to take this

opportunity to wish everyone a

j o y f u l

h o l i d a y

season, a

M e r r y

C h r i s t m a s

and a happy,

healthy and

prosperous

new year.

One can only

hope that the personnel in

management who are abusive will

want to end the unpleasant

treatment of Letter Carriers. The

New Year should begin with

adversarial working

environments being a thing of the

past. Working as an organization

collectively is always more

productive than working against

each other.

     The 2007 color-coded rotating

days off calendars were

distributed to the Union Stewards

at the Stewards Appreciation

Dinner on December 6th. This is

the dinner we have each year to

pay tribute to the Union Stewards

for their hard work and dedication

to the members of Branch 78. If

the working conditions in your

station are not as agreeable as you

would like them to be, imagine

what the atmosphere would be

like if your Union Steward was

not there to intervene on your

behalf. The Union Stewards

deserve to be commended and

thanked for the commitment they

have made to the NALC and

Letter Carriers.

     The negotiation process for

the National Agreement is still

continuing in Washington D.C. If

the NALC and the USPS do not

reach a negotiated agreement

through collective bargaining we

will enter into a process of dispute

resolution that may include

mediation, fact finding and as a

final point, arbitration. One of the

goals of the NALC is a negotiated

agreement with a level and

general pay increases that would

reward Letter Carriers for their

contributions to the success of the

USPS, enforcing our National

Agreement and finding ways to

improve the day-to-day working

conditions of Letter Carriers.

President Young has stressed that

he is looking forward to the

continuation of the cost of living

adjustment clause of our current

National Agreement. The most

recent cost of living increase for

active Letter Carriers amounted

to $790. This increase is more

than sufficient to cover the

meager Union dues that some

Letter Carriers do not want to

contribute. If you are unfortunate

enough to have a nonmember

where you work, let them know

it would be nice if they united

with us and paid their fair share.

The NALC will also resist any

attempt from the USPS to shift

the burden of the continually

rising health care costs from the

employer to the employee.

     We have recently been

informed of the death of John

“Jack” Devery at the age of 88 in

Lewis Center, Ohio. Jack retired

in 1972 as a Letter Carrier.

Jack was also a Life Member of

the National Association of Letter

Carriers. Jack is survived by his

son Mike who is a Letter Carrier

at Worthington. Our heartfelt

condolences go out to Mike, and

the family and friends.

Fraternally,

Bob Solt
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MILLER’S MUSINGS
Wintery winds have been

blowing for a month, the trees are

bare of their fall cloaks and the

elections are finally over. The

holidays will be upon us so quick,

that most of us are ill prepared.

More trees were killed this

election year than any previous

one. I don’t know that for a fact

but I don’t remember this much

volume in other contests. There

were three and four pieces from

some candidates on a daily basis.

I just hope the Postal Service

made enough to cover all the

overtime hours used to process

and deliver it. Most of it was not

machinable, imagine that, and

had to go out the day it arrived in

the station. There are always a

few stragglers the day after the

voting but I had political mail

come the Saturday after the

election. Everyone you spoke to

on the route said the same thing,

“won’t you be glad when this is

over? I am so sick of this stuff and

it goes straight to the trash.” We

can only hope that the newly

elected will make some changes

in the way Washington is run. In

looking through some old

pictures I found some that needed

to be run again, particularly one

of Ted Strickland, who was

introduced in the Toledo

convention as the next Governor

of Ohio. How neat was that?

I would like to thank Brenda

Barton and Todd Hornyak for the

many hours they spent working

for Take Back Ohio. Theirs was a

thankless job, calling people,

knocking on doors and

distributing literature to labor

members to encourage then to get

to the polls on Election Day.

Inquiring as to which candidates

they were going to support and

trying to get a feel for the level

of strength the labor candidates

had. There is no doubt they

represented Branch 78 and the

NALC well. Hopefully more

people will volunteer in ’08.

There is a lot at stake for all of us

working folk.

Either the machines at the

plant have become obsolete, or

perhaps their programs have

because the mail is coming in

some very strange configurations.

One day there will be breaker

cards and the next there won’t. It

is very rare to have them on

Mondays when your DPS is 120k

plus. There are days you deliver

two addresses and then the mail

jumps back three addresses, it

can’t be sweeping errors when the

numbers are that close and it

happens throughout the route.

Why should they run everything

in the plant for Monday and then

have 45k on Tuesday? It makes

no sense.  And the flats are

atrocious; I have had whole sets

of catalogs with the covers

unattached. It’s really

embarrassing when it’s a

periodical in pieces. The patrons

think you’ve been reading their

magazines and not being covert

about it. We need some changes

in processing and soon.

This year One New Toy will

give to the Y Family Center, a

shelter for homeless families and

Franklin County Children’s

Services which oversees foster

placement and wards of the State.

We need all toys and money at the

Hall by the December Branch

meeting as we will be shopping

and delivering the next week. I

trust that all the stewards have

amped up their stations

collections this year as the need

is great.

I take this opportunity to wish

each and every member and their

family a wonderful holiday

season. May the New Year bring

good health and prosperity.

Joyfully submitted

by Yana Miller
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TAKE BACK OHIO.....
2006 LABOR WEEK
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I was grateful to be a part of

the AFL-CIO Labor 2006 get out

the vote campaign. Branch 78 had

two of over 160 Letter Carriers who

took leave from the United States

Postal Service to work fulltime on

Labor 2006 for NALC. Tri-Village

Union Steward Brenda Barton and

I participated in phone banks, door

to door canvassing and literature

drops to support labor endorsed and

labor friendly candidates in the mid

term election. I want to thank Letter

Carriers Carl Demko, Danny

Mehrle, Doug Gulley, Jacki

Mitchell, Keith Mitchell, Bob Solt

and Rocco Evangelista who

volunteered their time at the phone

banks. When I spoke with fellow

Union members I found that they

were concerned with several issues.

There were concerns about the

direction or lack thereof of the war

in Iraq. The economy and the

availability of good jobs for their

children, also the increases in

health care and prescription drug

prices for families were a concern.

A number of other issues that were

important to members included

social security, pension security,

terrorism, homeland security,

immigration, taxes, gun ownership,

raising the minimum wage and

moral values. The overriding theme

that I heard was that people were

tired of the direction of the country.

They felt that it was time for a

change. They wanted their elected

officials to work on the problems

facing this country instead of

locked in gridlock and unwilling to

compromise. We need to let our

elected representatives know that

we want solutions to the problems

that we face. The 110th Congress

needs to work across party lines on

the issues and reach compromise.

Todd Hornyak

   NOVEMBER 8, 2006,  Two

good things happened on this day.

First the end of all the political

mail, I’m sure I can speak for a lot

of carriers, who are happy this

election is FINALLY over.  “Away

with the political mail and on with

the bulk mail”  Now that there is

going to be a drastic change for the

Democrats in Congress, maybe

there will be changes in the post

office, and hopefully this means

we can get on with postal reform

and get a decent contract.  During

the past two months, two carriers,

Brenda Barton and Todd Hornyak,

have been working on the election,

from walking the pavement to

doing the tedious job of calling

people all over Ohio to encourage

them to vote for the people who

our union feels will be good to

letter carriers in the coming years.

Brenda and Todd, spent many

hours more than they were paid,

to do this for us.  What I felt was a

little disappointing was how few

volunteers had helped out with this

election.  I know all of us have lives

after a long day at work, but we also

need to keep in mind that it is up to

all of us to protect our jobs.  It was

asked of the members to volunteer

two hours of their time to help out,

and if I’m not mistaken there were

less than ten people who did indeed

volunteer.  This is such a small

percentage compared to the number

of members at our branch. We can’t

expect the same people time and

time again to do all of the work for

us.  So, please, during the next

election, when you are asked, and

you will be, to volunteer a couple

of hours, take the time, and help

out.  It could be your job you are

protecting. On a more important

note, I never realized how many

veterans we are honored to have

working for the post office.  It was

nice to see them get the recognition

they obviously deserved, granted

that they only received a certificate

and continental breakfast, it still

made me take a moment and reflect

on what our veterans have done for

AFL-CIO LABOR 2006

us and the sacrifices made to get

us where we are today.  I’m sure

every member has somebody,

family or friend, who is in the

service at this time.  You hear daily

now of the casualties happening in

Iraq, of the young men and women

having their lives forever altered,

or worse permanently ended

because they are fighting for our

country. To be recognized for this

is a great thing. I’ve heard some

people say management is only

doing this to make themselves look

good. I, for one, don’t care about

that, I care that they are being

appreciated and commended for

their sacrifices.  The only upsetting

thing about this is that not all

veterans were acknowledged, I’m

sure because a lack of

communication. So, hopefully, next

year when the time comes we can

make sure ALL veterans are

recognized.

Jacki Mitchell
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QUILT MINISTRY FOR THE CHILDREN

These are a few of the quilts completed by the Quilt Ministry for the children in the Worthington Children’s Home,

some have mental disorders, some have suffered abuse. Fabric donations can be brought to the Hall. They need to

be cotton so they have the same shrinkage for washing purposes. These black and white photos do not do justice

to them.

SPEND AN EVENING WITH FRIENDS
ATTEND YOUR UNION MEETINGS!

STEWARDS MTG-6:30 P.M.
First Wednesday of
each month

OFFICERS MTG-6:00 P.M.
The Monday preceding
Steward Meeting

BRANCH MTG-6:30 P.M.
Second Wednesday

of each month

RETIREES MTG-1:00 P.M.
First Tuesday of

each month
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